The revelation of Daoist scriptures: the celestial writs of Lingbao and the creation of the medieval Daoist scriptural system The celestial writs of Lingbao and the Daoist self-perception of its beginnings
In the third year of the Tianxi era (1019 AD), Emperor Zhenzong (r. Examining Daoist scriptures and declarations 經誥, we find they arose during the era of the three primordials 三元; sending down their traces from the source, they formed the five virtues 五德. Combining three and five, thus were formed the eight nodes 八會. The graphs of the eight nodes were formed out of marvelous pneumas. The eight junctures sent forth rays that congealed in the void into cloudy seal-graphs. The great perfected held brushes and the jade maidens cleaned the mats; with gold they made writs and from jade they made tablets. They hid these above all heavens; they secreted them in the mystic tower of seven treasures. If one has the Dao, they manifest; if one lacks the Dao, they hide away. These are spontaneously generated celestial writs; they are not related to those produced by Cang Jie 蒼頡. Now, as for the transmission of the Lingbao scriptures, it was the Celestial perfected luminary person 天真 皇人 who transmitted them to Xuanyuan, the Yellow Thearch, on Mount E'mei. Then he transmitted them to Thearch Ku at the Mude tower. Yu of Xia caused its descent to Mount Zhong. King Helü stole it at Juqu.
